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Commissioner for Patents 
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Dear Sir: 

This Reply Brief is in Response to the Examiner's Answer mailed May 15, 

2006. 



ARGUMENT 

Appellants' brief argues, among other things, that the relay art is not analogous 
to the art of vibrator motors, citing In re Clay, 23 USPQ2d 1058 (Fed. Cir. 1992). In 
response, the Examiner introduced a dictionary definition of "relay" for the first time, 
without evidentiary support, to argue that a relay is a servomotor, which is a motor and is 
therefore in the field of vibratory motors. The Examiner did not distinguish or even address 
In re Clay. This reply will respond to the Examiner's new evidence with actual dictionary 
definitions of "relay" and "servomotor," and show that the Examiner's argument does not 
support his conclusion. 

The Examiner contends that the term "relay" is defined in Miriam Webster's 
Collegiate Dictionary 10 th Edition as a "servomotor", without attaching a copy of the 
dictionary definition. The American Heritage Dictionary defines a "relay" in this context as 
"a device that responds to a small current or voltage change by activating switches or other 
devices in an electric circuit." (Exhibit A). A "servomotor" is defined as "a motor that 
controls the action of the mechanical device in a servomechanism." (Exhibit B). Thus, 
"relay" is not defined as a "servomotor," and the definition of "servomotor" does not refer to 
or include "relays." 

A relay is not a motor. A relay is used as a switch, which closes and opens 
electrical contacts in a positive on-positive off manner. As Applicants' dictionary definition 
recognizes, a relay controls other mechanisms, which might include a servomotor, using a 
small current or voltage to activate the relay switch contacts. In contrast, a servomotor does 
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not have such switch contacts, and does not control other mechanisms with its own contacts. 
Thus, relays are simply not in the same field of technology as servomotors (or vibrator 
motors), and even the dictionary definition described by the Examiner (but not supported 
with evidence) does not support the argument that relays and vibrator motors are in 
analogous arts. 

Moreover, the Examiner has not distinguished this case from In re Clay, where 
the Court found that a reference relating to sealing petroleum in underground reserves was 
not analogous for purposes of rejecting an application that described removing refined oil 
from the bottom of a storage tank. 
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CONCLUSION 

For the foregoing reasons, Applicants respectfully request that the rejection of 
claims 1 and 17 and their related dependent claims be reversed, with instructions to allow this 
application. 



Respectfully submitted, 

GREER, BURNS & CRAIN, LTD. 




Patrick G. Burns 
Registration No. 29,367 

Customer No. 24978 

July 12,2006 
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Telephone: (312)360-0080 
Facsimile: (312)360-9315 
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Immediate service on all repairs made to your Servo Motor. Keep your CNC 
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We build custom or standard AC or DC Brushless Digital Drives, Servo Motor 
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Standard or Custom. Free sizing software, quick delivery, and 24/7 global 
support. 

yyww.parkermotion.com 
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ser-vo-mo-tor (surWr^^r) 
n. 

A motor that controls the action of the mechanical device in a 
servomechanism. 



[French servomoteur : Latin servus, slave + French moteur, motor (from 
Old French, from Latin motor, that which sets in motion; see motor).] 

The American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language, Fourth Edition copyright ©2000 by Houghton Mifflin Company . Updated in 2003. 
Published by Houghton Mifflin Company . All rights reserved. ! 

Ma gnet Stepping, Brushless Servo Motors Sponsored links 

Empire Magnetics provides quality motor products designed to perform in environments and applications 
where ordinary motors are unsuitable. 

Advanced Technology 
The premier supplier of cost-effective repair, exchange, and calibration services. 

All-Fill 

Leading designer and manufacturer of feeding, filling and checkweighing equipment. 
www.all-fill.com 
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relay 



SYLLABICATION: re-lay 

PRONUNCIATION : d -r,_ 

^ re la 



NOUN: 



TRANSITIVE 
VERB: 



ETYMOLOGY: 



1. An act of passing something along from one person, group, or station 
to another. 2. Sports a, A relay race. b. A division of a relay race. 3. 
Electronics A device that responds to a small current or voltage change 
by activating switches or other devices in an electric circuit. 4. A crew 
of workers who relieve another crew; a shift. 5. A fresh team, as of 
horses or dogs, to relieve weary animals in a hunt, task, or journey. 

Inflected forms: relayed, relaying, relays 

(re'la, n-la')L To pass along by or as if by relay: relayed the message to 
his boss. 2. To supply with fresh relays. 3. Electronics To control or 
retransmit by means of a relay. 

Middle English relai, fresh team of dogs for a hunt, from Old French, 
from relaier, to relay : re-, re- + laier, to leave (of Germanic origin; see 
leip- in Appendix I). 



The American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language. Fourth Edition. Copyright © 2000 by Houghton Mifflin Company. Published by the 

Houghton Mifflin Company. All rights reserved. 
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Dear Sir: 



Transmitted herewith is a communication regarding the above-identified application. 



(X) Appellant's Reply to Examiner's Answer Under 37 C.F.R. 41.41 (in triplicate). 

(X) The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees which may be 
required to this application under 37 C.F.R. 1.16-1.17, or credit any overpayment, to 
Deposit Account No. 07-2069. Should no proper payment be enclosed herewith, as by a 
check being in the wrong amount, unsigned, post-dated, otherwise improper or informal 
or even entirely missing, the Commissioner is authorized to charge the unpaid amount 
to Deposit Account No. 07-2069. A duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed. 



(X) If a Petition under 37 C.F.R. 1 .136(a) for an extension of time for response is required 
to make the attached papers timely and does not separately accompany this transmittal, 
Applicant hereby petitions under 37 C.F.R. 1.136(a) for an extension of time for 
response in the above-identified application for the period required to make the attached 
response timely. 
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